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ITALY EXPLAINSEND OF SECOND YEAR OF WORLD'S BLOODIEST WAR FINDS NATIONS IN DEADLOCK1
fensive which the " Italians have
launched from time to time rendered
it Impossible for Austria to carry out
her purpose of sending troops and ar-
tillery either to the aid of the German
crown prince for the attack on Verdun
or to fight the Russians.

Issues Official Statement.
As given out, the Italian statement

reads as follows:
"The war which Italy is flshting

with her allies is imperfectly under-
stood abroad in its ideals as well as in
its technical development, thus need-
ing explanations even after a year of
Italy"s participation in the conflict.

"When the European war began
Italy held back for ten months, re-
specting the alliance which for a third
of a century had bound her to the
Central Empires. But longer than
this she eould not disregard the call
of the entente powers. They were
fighting for a principle of nationality
to which Italy is Indebted for her ex
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or.ly sovereigns In this war who havs
never abandoned their place at th
front.

Built Ftorts Vp 1O.0OO Feet.
"The difficulties of the war which

Italv is waging may be understood
only by visiting our. battle fronts.
They are stretcher"! along the highest
altitudes at which .warfare has ever
been known. Witii all the advan-
tageous positions in the prior posses-
sion of the Austrians. our --enemies
have to be di- - out of their nests,
10,000 feet up amid eternal snows. To
her natural defenses Austria has add-
ed the most powerful modern system
of fortifications.

"Still the Italians have gained
ground, and all along have conquered
territory on the right bank of the
Inonso except at Gorisia and Tolmino,
which are entrenched camps defended
by almost impregnable mountains,
part of the Carso plateau, the High
Monte Nero ridge, the Ampexzo terri-
tory, including Cortina, and part of
the famous Dolomite Road, which is
the shortest communication between
Toblach and Trent. We bad almost
reached Roverto when the Austrian
Incursion into Trentino obliged us to
retreat within our own frontier.

Seized 200 Austrian Towns.
"But with this exception the Aus-

trians have always been on the de-
fensive and have lost about 200 towns
and villages, 40.000 prisoners, dozens
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istence. They were fighting for prin-
ciples of law and justice of which Italy
has been an exponent since the time
of the Romans.

"Furthermore Italy could no longer
delay- solution of the question of the
Italian provinces that were stiu suo--
Ject to persecution by Austria. It was
imperative that Italy should contest
the frontier imposed by Austria after
the war of 1866 which gave her north-
ern neighbors possession of all the
gates and passes leading into Italy. It
was imperative also that Italy should
gain supremacy in the Adriatic, with-
out which she could never be said to
enjoy liberty and peace in full secur-
ity.

Into War, Aug. 24, 1915.
"Although unprepared for war, we

fortunately possessed in General Ca-
dorna a powerful organizer and a cau-
tious strategist. Taking the. Italian
army on its modest peace footing as
a backbone, he transformed it,
through miracles of energy and mili-
tary science, into a powerful, efficient,
brilliant modern army, which on May
24. 1915, the day after war was de-
clared on Austria, suddenly threw it-

self across the whole frontier into the
enemy's territory.

"In doing this General Cadorna won
two principal advantages; first, he
gained the initiative of action: second
ly, he made Austria the scene of the
warfare. Throughout the campaign
C'adotna aimed to render his allies thegreatest possible services.

"Italy began her operations lust at
the time when the Russians were
obliged to retreat. The strong army
which Cardona threw across the
northern border menacing Austria
may have saved that Russian retreat
from a complete disaster. Similarly,
when the Germans attacked Verdun
Cadorna started a strong offensive
along the Isonzo river, which prevent-
ed Austria from sending to the aid of
the German crown prince large num-
bers of troops And artillery which had
been prepared for that purpose.

Detracted Austria's Doom.
"Equal advantages have recently

been obtained by Austria's temporary
invasion of a small section of the Ital-
ian Trentino front In the Asiag? dis
trict.- If Austria had not centered all
her forces in this enterprise it would
have been much more difficult for
Russia to launch the marvelous of
fensive which she is now conducting.
Profiting by the situation. General Ca
dorna attacked the Austrians r

getically that their removal from the
Alps to the Carpathians to fight the
Russians has been out of the ques-
tion.

"In Albania General Cadorna like
wise aided our allies. It being ma-
terially impossible to save Serbia and
Montenegro, he transferred the Al-

banian seaport of Avlona'into an Im-
pregnable entrenched camp, threat-
ening and checking the Austrians in
the same manner that the allied troops
at Salonikl have held back the Bul-
garians.

"Above all others in this war stands
our king, modest soldier and fervent
patriot. He and King Albert are the

Balers of nations at war. Left to right, top: Emperor Francis Joseph of Austria, Sultan of Turkey, Kaiser Wilhelm, King Ferdinand of Bulgaria, and
King Albert of Belgium. Bottom : King Peter of Serbia, King George of England, President Poincare of France, Czar Nicholas of Russia, and
Emperor of Japan. Left center. King Nicholas of Montenegro. Right center. King Victor Emanuel of Italy.

flf cannon, hundreds of machine guns,
several thousand rifles, all of which
lias more than ordinary value because
they were taken in a mountainous
country where it is difficult to re-
place captured artillery and stores."
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advances and renewed bloodshed
throughout all this tragic region.

Serbia, lined up from the first
against Austria-Hungar- y, was disposed
of with a few strong blows when the
Germans had time to give it a little
attention. Bulgaria, coveting Serbian
territory, sided with the Teutonic al-
lies in the invasion of Serbia.

Smaller Nations Get Busy.
The first year of the war saw the

entry of several other of the smaller
nations into the war. Italy and Japan
joined the entente allies and Turkey
with its fear of Rusia joined the Teu-
tonic allies.

Italy and Austria-Hungar- y are still
fighting along their frontier with no
great advantage to either side and
Turkey, though it has felt blows from
the strong arm of Russia, has aiso de-
livered some in meeting the French
eVd British in the Dardanelles and in
the Mesopotamian campaigns.

In summing up the results of the
two years' fighting, Germany and her
allies are seen to hold the great ad-
vantage in territorial gains- through
her possession of Belgium and parts
of northern France. She also ha3 Po-
land and Serbia and Montenegro. On
the other hand her loss in commerce,
with her ships driven from the seas
and the loss of the great part of her
colonies discount much of her gains.

The two years of war have brought
death and lifelong injuries to mil-
lions, have scarred with pillage the
cities and towns of many provinces
and have placed their blight of dis-
ease and debt upon generations to
come. The thrift and industry of
peaceful times have produced wealth
and resources that were quickly dis-
sipated in the two years' frenzy of
war Just past.

were sacrificed to help the strength-
ening of the forces in the east and
though the Russians were turned back
at many points the French in the west
had opportunity to strengthen their
positions, further their preparations
and set their greatest forces in mo-
tion.

There followed the battle of the
Marne wherat the German onrush to-
ward Paris was broken and the Ger-
mans forced back. Since that one
great battle the dead and wounded
have been beyond count on the west-
ern front and yot the advantage to
either side has been Inconsiderable.
The loss or gain of a few miles on
either side has meant sacrifice of
many lives but the situation remains,
as it has been for almost two years,
a deadlock.

At present aft?r many months of
the most obdurate defensive fighting
the French and British have begun
their supreme effort of driving the
Germans back to their own territory
and of freeing Belgium and northern
France of German dominion.

Operations Larger in East.
On the eastern front there have

been greater gains and losses and the
course of the war has been more
varied. A territory 600 miles long
and 300 miles wide has been the
scene of many battles and over it have
surged the great German and Russian
armies. Time and again the Russians
have pushed forward their groat
strength to meet unconquerable Ger-
man resistance, to be thrust back and
then to push on again. In the course
of these many encounters Russian Po-
land has been devastated and Galicia
and the northern parts of Hungary
have greatly suffered. At present
there is promise of greater Russian

WHY SHE JOINED
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Claim's Share of Glory for Halt
ing, Central Powers.
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Cadorna Built Wonderful Fight
ing Machine in 10 Months.

Dispute Oyer Frontier, With
Austria Since 1866.

Rome, July 29. Complying with a
request from the Associated Press, the
Italian authorities have prepared a
statement reviewing the past year of
war wrom the Italian viewpoint. Al-

though the anniversaries that are
marked by the early days of August
close the second year of the war for
Germany, Austria-Hungar- y, Russia,
France and Great Britain, Italy has
only a little more than passed the first
anniversary of her participation in the
conflict, which began May 23, 1915.
But in the view of the Italian authori-
ties. Italy's alignment with the entente
powers has been no small factor in
checking the successes of the central
powers.

Credit to General Cadorna.
In the statement officially prepared

for the Associated Press, great praise
is bestowed on General Cadorna, the
Italian chief of staff, as "a powerful
organizer and cautious strategist,' who
is declared to have conducted his cam
Daicn aerainst Austria with a view to
rendering the greatest possible aid to
the entente allies. It is asserted that

I the early reverses of the Russians
might have run into complete -- disas
ter if Italy had not just at the time
of the Russian retreat entered the
conflict and forced Austria to employ

vast number of her troops on" the
southern boundaries. Further, the of--

recovering territory lost In the recent
Austrian offensive and etlll in posses-
sion of the Isonzo region, and with the
French and British In possession of
more than thirty villages on the banks
of the Somme that had been occupied
by the Germans for twenty months
and each of them transformed In the
meantime Into miniature fortresses..

Cant Predict When It Will EmL
The Allies have caught up with the

advantage of the Central Powers in
preparation, and any further modifi
cations of the respective positions of
the contending forces, it is believed,
must be a reconquest of invaded ter-
ritory by the Allies.

The destruction or adversary forces
is another and a far more difficult
matter. In this war the end may be
nearer than many hope or may yet lie
far distant. There are no bases on
which tc calculate the progress of
military operations or the resistance
of the belligerents, even when ap
parently doomed to defeat. What is
clear is that the anticipated ascen-
dency of the Allies, arising from their
unrestricted resources, appears to
have been realized.
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Upon his return to Berlin the kai-
ser spent a night in conference with
his ministers and the next morning
ordered the mobilization of his army.
On August 1 war was declared on Rus-
sia and Luxemburg was invaded. On
August 2, Austria, Hungary, Ger-
many, France and Russia were em-
broiled and Belgium had been invaded
and on August 4 England declared war
on Germany.

Germany's first move was her
march upon France, the ally of Rus-
sia. She was detained by the valiant
resistance of Belgium, whose service
to France at such terrible cost has
since been shewn to have been ines-
timable. Without this help from Bel-
gium it is quite likey that France
would have been unable to withstand
the rush of the Germans before her
own forces were in proper prepara-
tion.

Paris was the aim of Germany's
first blow and had it been successful
she would have easily put in ruins all
French defenses and been free to at-
tend Russia and Great Britain. It
seems only too probable that the
German armies would have been sue-
cessful had it not been for the
plucky intervention of the Belgians.

Detained as they were in iheir
march through Belgium and north-
ern France, the Germans found that
upon reaching striking distance of
Parfs their enemy was ready and
their struggles thereafter were met
with repulse at every point.

Russians Invade East Prussia.
On the eastern frontier by this

time the Russians had devastated
East Prussia, one of the richest of
the German provinces, and were
threatening to invade to the very
heart of the German empire. The
German forces on the French frontier

by the mobilization of the Bulgarian
army menacing the Serbians, which
threatened the eventual extension of
the war to the Far East by the junc-
tion of the armies of the central em-
pires, Bulgarians and Turks. The
Greek army was mobilized immediate-
ly but King Constantine refused to
sanction the government's policy of in-

tervention In favor of Serbia, Greece's
ally, and forced Premier Venizelos to
resign.

Must Save Serbia.
The allies heavily engaged in the

Dardanelles now had to face either
the eventuality of the crushing of
Serbia and an unopposed junction of
the armies f the Teutonic powers

Verdun Notable Achieyement,

Says Review of War.

Paris. July 29. "The second year

of the war ends with anxiety shifting
of the entente powers

from the group
who are

'o that of our adversaries
now obliged to meet a general com-

bined front,' saidoffensive on every

JOaruuis de- Chambrun, a member of
committee of theie foreign affairs

Chamber of deputies, in summarizing

the military situation for The Ass-

orted Press at the close of the war's
second year. t! "While French. British and

preparations become more mm-llet- e.

a crisis of exhaustion is fast
irising for the Austrian and Ger-

mans. thought itOur adversaries
would be impossible for us to pre-
pare and certainly during the first
year of the war there were difficulty

be overcome. We arethat had to
.i tr. onv that this was accom

plished even while our valiant soldiers
5. ,..Htlr,r the German invasion.
f hanka to the patriotism of the coun-- a

ih. ahneeation shown by all
classes in France and England; thanks
also to the campaign in dohi
tries for more cannon and more am- -

i i.ir, inrinotrinl action was every
where multiplied and General Joffre
was able to say in oroer ui m
$p the army at Verdun, "We have mu-

nitions in abundance.'
" Submarines, Piratical Harm Only.

"The Austrians and Germans resort-
ed to submarine warfare, which I will
not attempt to qualify. It may con-

tinue to work harm in a piratical
form, but it will not open ports nor
further the commercial aims and
heeds of the central empires, now ef
fectively blockaded, nor will it re
.tr. tr Germany her lost colonies.

"The Russians are continuing heir
Work successfully on the eastern front.
They have again invaded Bukowina
and are pusning rorwara in me
fcf Lutsh and into the Carpathians,
ttvhile Grand Duke Nicholas is ad-
vancing victoriously in the Caucasus.
S "The closer one examines me

the more manifest becomes
She anticipated ascendency of the
iVllies. increasing as time goes on be-

cause of their unrestricted resources
and unshaken confidence in victory."
j From various critics and experts on
tnilitary affairs expressions have been
obtained from which the military sit-
uation, according to the French view,

be summarized as follows:ray
Sheer Heroism Saved France.

i' The extent of the difficulties of the
Central empires does not even now
Appear from the state of the war as
Viewed from a geographical stand-
point, but has shown itself in the
shansed tactics in evidence and is

obvious In the altered map.
the ope-atio- ns of the Franco-Britis- h

armies, outnumbered in men and guns
luring the first six months, saved
'ranee by sheer heroism, but could

Ttot end the war; could only prolong it
find gain time. The Russians pushed
Into East Prussia, conquered Buko-iyin- a,

invaded Galicia, crossed the
fCarpathians and even threatened
Filesia, but exhausted their armcmert
n April, 1915, and lacked even the

essentials for defense.
( The Germans knew it would he im-
possible for Great Britain and France
to have caught up in nine months
with the Germans' 45 years' prepara-
tions and. felt themselves free, dealing
first with France, to turn upon the
Itufcsian armies. Nine divisions trans-
ported from the Franco-Britis- h front
reinforced the Austrians, and the of-

fensive against the Austrians began in
. May. By the end of July Frzemysl

ftnd Lemherg had been retaken and
the Russians were considering the
Abandonment of Warsaw and the line
pf the Vistula. Short even of rifles.
Jnany of Emperor Nicholas' troops
defended themselves with clubs during
the long retreat in which was accom-
plished the second miracle of the war,
the continuity of their line being
Everywhere maintained, as well as the
ffcjtegrity of the Russian armies.

Proves Superiority of Allies.
The battle of Arras in June, 1915,

Was considered to have proved the al-
lies, man for man. able to beat the
Germans in the offensive, other things
being equal, but the munitions and
artillery of the opposing forces were
not yet equal. The transformation of
Tleld tactics as the war progressed
multiplied the need for heavy guns

lind powerful projectiles to breakthrough concrete-armore- d lines-- This
thus increased the su-

periority of belligerents who had the
initial advantage in preparation, forc-
ing their adversaries to a greater ex-
penditure of munitions than their in-
dustries were as yet able to produce,
while they themselves were able to
riiower the Russian lines with the big-)?e- st

of shells.
J! Beginnings of Second Crisis.
'.I The end of the first year of the war
was the brginning of the second crisis
for the allies a munitions crisis, ag-
j?ravated-b- a diplomatic crisis requir-ing new enterprises that drew on their
ilftain forces. The landing of the
Trench and British at the Dardanelles
in April had weakened the allies else
yhere, reducing the number of re- -

jrves on the main front, and if it did
not moctiry their general plan it

made the elaboration of new
Allans difficult and hampered their
liiovements.
II At the same time the enigmatic
situation in the Orient became serious,
Oreece refusing the compensation of-
fered for territorial concessions to 3ul-iri- a

which might have facilitated a
Sfnion of the Balkan states. The .situa-
tion in Persia and Asia Alinor follow-
ing the entry of Turkey into the war
had developed a menace to Great Brit-y- n

in the Far East. The favorableImpression produced by the advance

At the close of a two years warfare,
the most horrible of history, wherein
are engaged most of the chief nations
of the world and whose toll of death
and wounded already mounts to mil-

lions, there are seen to be large terri-
torial gains for the Teutonic allies,
discounted through loss of colonies
and trade, no great advantage to either
side and no prospect of peace for a
long time to come. From every side
there comes the same word: the war
must be carried to its bitter end.

The second anniversary of the great
war is at hand. When Germany on
August 1, 1914, declared war on Rus-
sia, the nations of Europe arranged
themselves with Germany and Austria-Hungar- y

on the one side and France,
Ruesia and Great Britain on the
other.

The week of July 25 to August 1
saw all the first frantic preparations
for the war that so soon was to follow.
It was on the 25th that Austria and
Serbia severed their diplomatic rela
tion? and on the same day the czar
ordered the mobilization of his troops
for the support of Serbia. On the
same day the kaiser started home
from Bergen, Norway, and on the day
following Serbians fired upon Austrian
vessels along the Danube river.

On July 7 the czar seemed to be
in an unpleasant mood and willing
to fight. On the day following he re-
fused to consider any-so- rt of neutral-
ity and promised that the first inva-
sion of Serbia by Germany or .Austria
would mean immediate war by Russia
upon the Teutonic allies. On the fol-
lowing day, July 29, the czar assem-
bled his armies and became prepared
for the possibility of a break with the
kaiser.

north of Arras had diminished In the
absence of further operations and
there was a notable absence of news
favorable to the allies.

Women Solve Munition Problem.
"More cannon, more ammunition "

was the comment of the French peo
ple on the difficulties that beset them.
Women and girls joined in the efforts
of the trained mechanics brought
back from the armies to the forge and
the laths, and the curve of munitions
production took a sharp upward turn.

The industrial eftorts of the Allies
were given the required time by the
resistance of the Russian armies. The
Germans advanced, but they could
neither destroy nor dislocate the Rus
sian forces. Despite the formidable
effort of the Central Powers Dvinsk
held out. and winter was upon Field
Marshal vop Hindenburg's armies
with the Russian campaign unfin-
ished. Even had it terminated then
it was too late to turn against the
Allies in the west. Grand Duke Nich-
olas had won for the French and the
British the entire fall and winter in
which to continue their preparation.

Kitchener's Visit in France.
While intensifying to the utmost

their production of arms and ammuni-
tion, the Allies began early in the
second year of hostilities, with the
visit of Field Marshal Earl Kitchener
to France, the series of conferences
that was finally to coordinate their
military effort.

Their diplomatic action, however,
did not as yet reflect the same unity
of purpose. No parallel result, was
obtained either at Athens or Sofia in
negotiations regarding territory in
Macedonia offered to Bulgaria, and
there appeared to be a divergence of
views among the Allies as to further
action. Negotiations were still in pro-
gress when Turkey ceded the a

Pasha railroad, withpart of Adrianoplo, to Bulgaria, fore-
shadowing the latter's action against
the Allies.

Germans Cross the Vistula.
Meanwhile, the Germans and Aus-

trians, after crossing the Vistula and
occupying Russian Poland, trans-
ported part of the troops from the
Russian front to the Save and the
Danube for another offensive against
Serbia, which after her victory over
the Austrians had only 250,000 effec
tive men lett to oppose them.

The French, in the Chamuane and
in the Artois in September, gained
considerable territory and made im-
portant captures in prisoners and ma-
terial, but as in the preceding offensive
north of Arras in June this movement
failed of decisive results because of
the narrowness of the front of the at-
tack and the impossibility to push ar-
tillery preparations deeply enough into
the German lines. That the offensivewas considered to have confirmed thesuperiority of the French soldier in at
tack in nowise altered the general si
uation, just then further complicated

with those of the Bulgarian-Turkis- h upon their resources. The Russian
or the additional burden of vance not only meant the recall of

a campaign in the Balkans. The Turkish divisions that were expected
Dardanelles expedition had accorn- - to help the Germans, Austrians and
plished no appreciable result and the
need of saving Serbia was more urgent
than the opening of the Straits.

There still appeared to be a certain
lack of unanimity among the allies as Trebizond fell after Erzerum; Mush
to the Gallipoli peninsula and Salonikl. wa occupied, and the conquest of Ar-T-

landing at Salonikl was decided menia was nearly complete. The di- -
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plies of projectiles and sufficient
power to plow up German held de-
fenses.

Nicholas's Advance in Caucasus.
Of far greater significance was the

advance in the Caucasus by Grand
Duke Nicholas, forcing the fall f

accomplishing the occupation
of Kermanshah and, in military view
here, virtually eliminating Turkey as
a factor in the European war, be-
sides the prestige of
the allies in Persia. Instead of t res-
ervoir of men upon which they might
draw to fill the void caused by
eighteen months of heavy wastage, the
central powers found at Constanti- -
nonle only an additional drain anon

Bulgarians against the allies at Sal
onika but German and Austrian xoops
were sent with them to aid the de-
feated Ottoman forces in Armenia. Yet

version in the east had failed to break
the cordon of steel, and in February
the coalition of the central empires
was facing a crisis of greater gravity
than any that had threatened the en -
,nte f Les' 1 Ve .ru'5?r army was
most barefoot, the Turks excent ne

at were everywhers de- -
feated. and the wastage of the long
ai unsuccessful eirort to taKe KvmsK

........nu civcU-- xa...ur..u...Kthat he was incapable of undertaking
general offensive on the Russian

front. The Austrians, left to them- -
selves, had never succeeded and the
maintenance or a large lorce Df fore

a .M,.tt ...
The interior situation of Germany was
officially admitted to be grave.

In this embarrassment. as the
French observers view it, the Central
Powers, ardently desiring peace, and
urgently needing success to raise the
spirits of the German people, de-
pressed ns they were prolonged priva-
tions, looked to the French front and
decided upon the adventure of Ver-
dun.

Why Germany Chose Verdun.
The German plar. seems originally

to have been to concentrate artilltry,
munitions and men in such force over
a limited length of front that the
onrush would be irresistible. They
chose Verdun because the position of
the ancient fortress was such that
the defenders had their backs to the
river Meuse on two sides and because
success there would give the greatest
possible prestige with neutral powers
and the maximum comfort to their
own people. It was also possible they
knew what subsequent political events
in France disclosed that the defenses
of Verdun were not, in view of the
fi.irf t.tio f thi. .rnno.
other parts of the front It is the
belief of military experts that th
Germans hoped to break through the

front there and destroy tho , French
armies- - It was imperative that suc-
cess be rapid, according to this view,
and when, after three days, the ad-
vance was checked in the region of
Douaumont the project had failed.
General Petain, as an official citation
later revealed, had time to "reestab-
lished a delicate situation." There
was no longer hope of breaking
through the French front.

Sacrifice a Verdun, a Puzzle.
Every yard of ground gained by the

Germans before Verdun since Febru-ary 24 has been at an extremely heavy
sanguinary cost. The continuing of so
expensive and fruitless an operation
has puzzled the critics. It has been
advanced that the Germans persisted
with the object of exhausting the
French forces and preventing an of
fensive by the allies elsewhere If
that end was in view, the succestKjE of
the allies in the battle of the
show it was not attained.

The battle of Verdun, if ordered
with the intention of interfering with
the offensive plans of the allies, in
nowise diminished the chances car-
rying them out, whatever the fate
of the discarded fortress, it hav
ing now no more significance
apart from the prestige of the
name than other point a,on

fthe front. Local success there has
. , j

j opiRion can have no vital effect, while
the attempting of a wastage prccess
by the centrai poWers at this stage of
the war is held to be illusory and cer--
talny enormously costly. The central
emp"res nave no longer reserves in
sucn numbers that they can afford to
iaunch them acainst the allies in the
more h of inf)lcting more dara- -
age than they suffer.

Heroic Tefcnsc of Verdnn.
The heroic defense of Verdun, on

the other hand, has been for the allies
one of the notable developments of the
war. It held German reserves there
in such numbers as to put an end to
the shifting of troops from front to
front. It prevented the reinforcement
of the Austrians. suffering from the
loss of prisoners, with perhaps as
many in casualties, to the armies un-
der General Brussiloff. It obliged the
Germans to prolorig during five
months a vast daily expenditure of
projectiles that was expected to con-
tinue only a few days, and has so
drawn upon their reserves of muni-
tions that in the battle of the Somme
they were able to reply to the French
and British gun? in the proportion of
only one shot for three.

The successful defense of Verdun
and the successful offensives of the
allies in the north of France and on
the western front show at the end of
the second year of the war that thefinally prepared war map on which
the German chancellor held that theallies ought to accept negotiations isundergoing singular modifications,
with the Russians occupying Buko-
wina and part of Galicia; the Italians

upon, nowever, ana, consented to by
the Greek government before the res-
ignation of Premier Venizelos. It be-
gan in early October. But it was too
late to save Serbia. attacked hv tn
Bulgarians on October I, when mei.Germans and Austrians under Fieia
Marshal on Mackensen already had
taken Belgrade. Though they fought
heroically, the Serbians were over
whelmed by attacks from two sides
and driven into Albania, while the a
armies of the central powers formed
a junction witn tne vulgarians ana
opened the route to Constantinople.

ToHnshond's Defeat a Blow.
New difficulties continued to develop

for the Allies, however. In Mesopo-
tamia the Turks stopped the advanae
of General Townshend's forcea within
twenty miles of Bagdad and drove him
back to besieging him
there. In Persia the gendarme revolt-
ed against the government, creating
fresh embarrassments for the Rus-
sians. In the Balkans, after the com-
plete conquest of Serbia and the oc-
cupation of a considerable portion of
Albania, Lhe Austrians invaded Mon-
tenegro, and before the end of Janu-
ary all the Balkan peninsula with the
exception of Greece, Rumania and a
little corner of Albania was in the
hands oi the group of central em-
pires.

That marked the limit of their suc-
cesses. The advantage that time had
gained for the Allies began to tell.
General Ivanoff, commanding the Rus-
sian armies in Volhynia and Bessara-
bia, continued their offensive in Jan-
uary, with the occupation of Czar- -
toryfk. Itself unimportant, the sig-
nificance of this operation lay in th;
revelation it furnished of a refreshed ,

..u mnimcfu army provia- -
'

i ed with new cannon, abundant sup--
mm mm- - mm


